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96-678

Washington, D.C.

February 8, 1979

THE MEETING OF PRESIDENt CARTER and Mexican President Lopez Portillo next week
signals the start of an impdrtant foreign policy underaakl68 in 1979: examining
and redefining America's relationship with its sister republic to the south.
As one who has always remained deeply involved with the mutual concerns of both
nations. I know only too well how problems arising from our relationship with
Mexico can affect the daily life of the 15th District of Texas.
I wrote at length to the Presiddnt as he and his staff were preparing for
their official Mexican visit on Valentine's Day.

The White

Hou~e

staff has

assured me that the following issues I raised in my letter would be seriously
cOBsidered for inclusion in the President's agenda:
The International Shrimp Agreement should be renegotiated to allow our
shrimp fleet. which historically has depended on fishing in international
waters. an opportuBty to continue doing so in cooperadon with Mexico.
Water pollution and serious sanitation problems exist along the U.S.Mexico border because of the channeling of raw sewage into the Rio Grande
near Laredo from the City of Nuevo Laredo. Mexico.

The polluted waters pass

several U.S. settlements and finally are stored in Falcon Reservoir. which
supplies most of the Lower Rio Grande Valley and neighboring Mexico communities.
The construction of international bridges a, Mission and Pharr. already
approved by the United States. and others that might be approved later. needs
a green light from Mexico.

These projects will have an enormous economic impact

on a U.S. area of chronic. high unemployment.
Screwworm infestation, prevalent in Mexico and areas of the Southest.
poses a continuing threat to our cattle industry.

We must continue our

cooperation with the control program of our Agriculture Departmentl
Drug control must be strengthened to combat the daily threat of illicit
traffic through our area -- the "doorway" to the United States.

With our help.

Mexico should bolster its surveillance capability.
I've also asked the PreSident to consider the installation of improved
radar surveillance along the U.S.-Mexico border.

Our area. lacking

these

fa~ities. remains ~asy prey to S~tegtcrs entering the United States.

* * *
* * *
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AMIDST THE CEREMONY SURROUNDING

the historic visit to the United States of

China Vice Premier Teng Hsiao-ping is the reminder, not always subtle. of the
difficulties we face around the globe.
not forget our Taiwan friends.

I, for one, will work to see that we do

This was manifest at the International Relations

Committee meeting with Vice Premier Teng, where we insisted on this issue, and
he gave assurances favorable to our position.

We hope and pray it is so.

History certainly rushes by, for it seems only yesterday that I visited
with the diminutive but very powerful Vice Premier Teng in the People's Repbblic
of China.

He is a very personable leader.

You know how tall'a Texan I am; much

to my surprise, I towered ov« him:

* * *
THE BELGIAN AIR FORCE ACCEPTED TIll FIRST EUROPEAN-BUILt F-16 to, be delivered to
the air forces of that nation, Denmark, the Netherlands, and Norway, and I was
privileged to be present at the ceremonies in Brussels.
The product of a great multinational program involving U.S.aand European
industry, the F-16 Multirole Fighter is mally a Texas airplane.

The prime

contractor for the aircraft is the Fort Worth Division of General Dynamics
Corpora tion.
The F-16 is an advance, high-performance aircraft that excels in air-to-air
combat and the delivery of air-to-surface weapons.

Highly maneuverable, it can

fly at speeds in excess of Mach 2 and carry up to 15,200 pounds of armament and
auxiliary fuel tanks.
Most impressive about this aircraft program is its multinational nature,
with technology, expertise, and manpower coming from such a diversity of backgrounds and cultures.

Major European suppliers are Belgium, Denmark, Norway,

and The Netherlands,

Among our own major suppliers are Texas, California, New

Jersey, Virginia, Maryland, Arizona, and Vermont.
I was pleased to be able to accompany and assist House Majority Leader
Jim Wright, who represented Fort Worth as well as the Congress in Brussels.
And, of course, I was pleased to display my knowledge of the Freoch language.
'I<

*

'I<

VISITORS FROM HOME this week were Mr and Mrs Lee Sanders, Edinburg; Andy
Anzaldua and Miss Hermila Anzaldua, both of McAllen; Diana Lee Valladares,
Mission; Coy Cisneros, RaymondVille; Brenda Lang, Rio Kondo; Roberto Garcia,
San Benito; Tony Gonzalez, San Juan; and Mrs Robert McAllen and Ashley McAllen,
Weslaco.
'I<

'I<

'I<
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